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are but mean, and the City tho5 great and populous, is only built of
Bambow Canes, thatcht with Straw or Reeds, and the Floors of Teak
Plank, or split Bambows., because if Treason or other capital Grimes be
detected, the Criminals may have no Place of Shelter, for if they do not
appear on the first Summons, Fire will fetch them out of their combustible
Habitations.

His Sword-officers have no Salary, nor his Soldiers for their Support,
but there is a Province or a City given to some Minion, who is to give
Sustenance to such a Number of Soldiers, and find the Palace at Ava with
such a Quota of Provisions as the Providore thinks fit to appoint.

When there is a War, and Parties are sent on Expeditions, then the
King allows them Pay, Clothes, Arms, and provides Magazines of
Provisions for them; but assoon as the War is at an End, then the Clothes
and Arms are returned, by which Means Discipline is little known among
them, and a Man of a tolerable Stock of Courage may pass there for an
Hero.

The Quality of an Officer is known by his Tobacco Pipe having an
earthen or metallick Head, with a Socket to let in a joynted Reed, that
on its upper End has a Mouthpiece of Gold, joynted as the Reed or Cane
is, and by the Number of Joynts in the golden Mouth-piece, the Quality
of the Officer is known, and Respect paid him accordingly.

All Cities and Towns under this King's Dominions are like anstocratical
Commonwealths. The Prince or Governor seldom sits in Council, but
appoints his Deputy, and twelve Counsellers or Judges, and they sit
once in ten Days at least, but oftner when Business calls them. They
convene in a large Hall, mounted about three Foot high, and double
Benches round the Floor for People to sit or kneel on, and to hear the
free Debates of Council. The Hall being built on Pillars of Wood, is open
on all Sides, and the Judges set in the Middle on Matts, and sitting in a
Ring there is no Place of Precedence; there are no Advocates to plead at
the Bar, but every one has the Privilege to plead his own Cause, or send
it in Writing to be read publickly, and it is determined judicially within
the Term of three Sittings of Council, but if any one questions his own
Eloquence, or Knowledge of the Laws of Equity, he may impower a
Friend to plead for him, but there are no Fees but what the Town
contributes for the Maintenance of that Court, which in their Language is
called the Roundqy, and those Contributions are very small: There are
Clerks set at the Backs of the Judges, ready to write down whatever the
Complainant and Defendant has to say, and the Case is determined by the
Prince and that Council, very equitably; for if the least Partiality is found